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Psalm 26:1-8 
1Vindicate me, O Lord, for I have walked in my integrity, 
and I have trusted in the Lord without wavering. 
2Prove me, O Lord, and try me; test my heart and mind. 
3For your steadfast love is before my eyes, and I walk in 
faithfulness to you. 
4I do not sit with the worthless, nor do I consort with 
hypocrites; 
5I hate the company of evildoers, and will not sit with the 
wicked. 
6I wash my hands in innocence, and go around your altar, 
O Lord, 
7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving, and telling all your 
wondrous deeds. 
8O Lord, I love the house in which you dwell, and the place 
where your glory abides. 

 
Matthew 16:21-28 
21From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he 
must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 
third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never 
happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind 
me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting 
your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 24Then 
Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
25For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit 
them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what 
will they give in return for their life? 27“For the Son of Man is to 
come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 
repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there 
are some standing here who will not taste death before they see 
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

 
Ruth 1: 1-18 
1 In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, 
and a man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the country of 
Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 2 The name of the man was 
Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his 
two sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They were Ephrathites from 
Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and 
remained there. 3 But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and 
she was left with her two sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the 
name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They 
lived there about ten years, 5 and both Mahlon and Chilion died, so 
that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband. 
6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the 
country of Moab, for she had heard in the fields of Moab 
that the Lord had visited his people and given them food. 7 So she 
set out from the place where she was with her two daughters-in-
law, and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah. 8 But 
Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to 
her mother's house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you 
have dealt with the dead and with me. 9 The Lord grant that you 
may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband!” Then she 
kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. 10 And they 
said to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” 11 But 
Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters; why will you go with me? 
Have I yet sons in my womb that they may become your 
husbands? 12 Turn back, my daughters; go your way, for I am too 
old to have a husband. If I should say I have hope, even if I should 
have a husband this night and should bear sons, 13 would you 
therefore wait till they were grown? Would you therefore refrain 
from marrying? No, my daughters, for it is exceedingly bitter to me 
for your sake that the hand of the Lord has gone out against 
me.” 14 Then they lifted up their voices and wept again. And Orpah 
kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 
15 And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her 
people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth 
said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. 
For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your 
people shall be my people, and your God my God. 17 Where you 
die I will die, and there will I be buried. May the Lord do so to me 
and more also if anything but death parts me from you.” 18 And 
when Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said 
no more. 


